Activities for Frindle – you must choose one – due at end of novel unit.
1. The frindle is just one of Nick's great ideas. Brainstorm about ways you could improve your own school. How can you turn your ideas into action? Write a paragraph introducing a realistic idea to improve your classroom or Douglas Park School in general.  Include a plan of action - how can this idea help the students, teachers or community. Who would benefit/be involved? What extra work or money would be needed? How would you implement your plan? Think of all the "pros" and "cons". What do others think? Give reasons to support your idea. Note: Paragraphs must be approximately 100 words (aprox. 10 lines) or more. 
2. "Every good story," Mrs. Granger writes to Nick, "needs a bad guy, don't you think?" Do you agree? Does every good story have a villain? Can you think of any that don't? Write a paragraph of approximately 100 words which discusses the first statement. Include at least three stories that you have read to support your view. Explain who the main character/villian was and a brief idea of what the story was about. 

3.  Inventors Baseball Cards - use the encyclopedia, internet or library to research information about a famous inventor then make your own inventor "baseball" card. Use the tag board provided or cut out your own 3 1/2 " by 2 1/2 " card. Draw a picture of your inventor on the front and color it in. Write the name of the inventor below or above the picture. On the back, near the top of the card write the inventor's name again and his/her  invention.  Give a short history about the inventor and/or his invention including dates. 
Do two inventors. 

4. Mrs. Granger is a firm believer in improving your vocabulary. Look at the words in the list below and choose 4 of them. What do you think they mean? Write down your first idea then use a dictionary to look up the correct definition. Write down the correct meaning and then try to think of one other definition which may fool others into choosing it. When you are done you will have 4 words with 3 definitions each. One definition will be correct, the other two will be false. You will present your words and definitions to the class. Can you fool anyone?  Example : The word addle means:
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b) To add more than 10 numbers
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c) To become confused

Word List:  peruke,  jute,  canard,  wizened,  loquacious, daft,  expound, obtuse, intersperse. 
5.  Do you have any teachers like Mrs. Granger, who made life difficult for you as a

student, but whom you came to appreciate later on? What important lessons did

they teach you that you didn’t want to learn? How did their being strict pay off for

you? Write a one-page letter to an old teacher, like Nick does, telling them all the important

things you got out of their class. You don’t have to send it, of course, but see if

you surprise yourself with how much you actually learned from them.

