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March 15, 2010
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Today your child was introduced to the second of 3 major projects (Invention Convention was the first and the Revolutionary War Game will be the third). This project is called “The Million Dollar Project.” Once all three projects are complete, they will be displayed in a 5th grade learning fair. This project can be a little overwhelming for some students, so I am requesting that you provide as much help and/or guidance on the RESEARCH aspect of the project as you see necessary. The presentation and display part of the project should be completed independently by the students. The project is designed to help your child develop a more clear sense of how mathematics is used in our everyday lives, especially with regards to money.

Students will have a little over a month to work on and complete this assignment. The due date will be Friday April 30th . Each student will present their project on a display board (3-fold). They can be purchased at Walmart, Dollar Tree, Michaels, etc. If you feel you cannot afford to purchase a display board at this time, please write your child’s teacher a note and we will provide one for your student to borrow and return when the project is complete. 

Students should have a good idea of what this project entails from the discussion and explanation in class and observing some completed projects from years past. Each day, at the beginning of math class, as well as during recess, we will be available to answer any questions or concerns that students have. We are also planning on setting up some times after school for students who would like to stay and work on their projects with teacher guidance. These times will be announced at a later date. If you have questions or concerns of your own, please feel free to call or email anytime. 

This project will be done using Excel spreadsheets. The file has already been formatted and it very easy to use. Every student was given an electronic copy of the file in their GoogleDocs account. GoogleDocs can be accessed using any computer with internet access. Students have been shown how to use these spreadsheets. 

Please read over this packet, as it will provide you with more detailed information regarding the project. Then, please sign below stating that you are aware of the project and its due date of April 30th  . 

Thank you for your help and support,

Ms. Fraser, Mrs. Mark, and Mrs. Shaw 

I am aware of the Million Dollar Project, and its due date of APRIL 30th.
-

          STUDENT



                 PARENT / GUARDIAN

Topics for the project must be decided upon and passed in on an index card no later than Friday, March 26th   

THE MILLION DOLLAR PROJECT

Important Guidelines to Remember:

· Students need to have a minimum of 5 major categories

· Any one major category can not total more than $500,000

· Any one item can not cost more than $250,000. If students are buying a property, they can choose a property from the real estate section that costs more than $250,000, but they can only count it as $250,000 on their itemized list (Just pretend they got a really good deal!)

· All purchases must relate to a central theme

· The itemized lists should reflect real prices for the most part. If every item is a nice round number, we have to assume the prices were made up and not researched!

· This is a project that can NOT be finished in one weekend. Please encourage your child to work on it on a regular basis!
