Esperanza Rising – Vocabulary List
1)
incline -2

2)
scythe -4

3)
arbor -5

4)
cluster -5

5)
court-7

6)
vicious -8

7)
premonition -9

8)
serenade-9

9)
congregate -9

10)
camisole-10

11)
adobe-10

12)
horizon-10

13)
sprawl-11

14)
scold-11

15)
capricious-13

16)
aroma-14

17)
tallow-21

18)
beacon-21

19)
torment-22

20)
anguish-23

21)
quivery-25

22)
condolence-26

23)
rosary-27

24)
crochet-29

25)
indignation-30

26)
enveloped-40

27)
deliberate-42

28)
trance-42

29)
smoldering-43

30)
skillet-43

31)
mortar-43

32)
phoenix-50

33)
shawl-50

34)
guava-58

35)
persistent-62

36)
mesmerize-64

37)
doting-64

38)
jostle-65

39)
thicket-66

40)
reek-66

41)
undulate-68

42)
monotonous-72

43)
valise-72

44)
cripple-78

45)
complexion-79

46)
stagnant-81

47)
grime-81

48)
demeanor-82

49)
frail-86

50)
cherub-88

51)

  barren-90

52)
nauseous-92

53)
hillock-95

54)
tamarisk-99

55)
cot-102

56)
foreman-106

57)
plaited-109

58)
accost-114

59)
gingerly-114

60)
wrung-114

61)
unrelenting-116

62)
ridicule-117

63)
shrug-119

64)
shrine-123

65)
trellis-124

66)
burlap-127

67)
hull-128

68)
huddled-131

69)
shabby-135

70)
extravagant-136

71)
amber-147

72)
tumbleweeds-147

73)
hazy-149

74)
eerie-150

75)
squint-150

76)
encrusted-151

77)
spasm-151

78)
immunize-156

79)
skein-161

80)
trance-163

81)
convent-163

82)
grotto-164

83)
cavernous-168

84)
bereft-168

85)
musty-174

86)
vapor-179

87)
glycerine-180

88)
mesquite-181

89)
supple-181

90)
pneumonia-182

91)
halo-184

92)
loamy-186

93)
indignation-188

94)
intestine-189

95)
twinge-192

96)
spigot-193

97)
menace-200

98)
asylum-214

99)
anxiety-225

100)
antiseptic-231

Writing Assignments:  You will need to submit a writing assignment each Friday (for a total of five assignments).  You may complete them in any order, but may only do each assignment once.

Response to Literature:  Although a fictional account, Esperanza Rising could have just as easily been a biographical narrative of one of the thousands of young women that were forced to leave their homes in Mexico for greener pastures in the United States during the 1930s and 1940s. Compose a response to literature in which you explain what you have learned form reading about Esperanza's experiences, reactions, and thoughts.

Compare and Contrast:  Esperanza Rising details the experiences of a young girl becoming a young woman while having to deal with a life-changing series of events. In a well-organized, comparison and contrast essay, find similarities and differences between your own rise into adulthood and that of Esperanza. Justify all of your responses with references to the text.

Cause and Effect:  Esperanza Rising describes a period in American history that saw a huge migration westward for citizens of the U.S. and north for citizens of Mexico. In a well-organized, cause and effect essay, outline the causes of this migration and state what the effects of this migration were. Be sure to research the topic using resources other than Esperanza Rising and your mind.

Descriptive Narrative:  As you have read through Esperanza Rising, the author, Pam Munoz-Ryan, has painted a very vivid picture of what life must have been like in a migrant labor camp in the 20th century. In a well-organized descriptive essay, go into further detail as to what the camp looked like. Be sure to address all of your readers' five senses by using a multitude of descriptive words.

Short Story:  Imagine that you were removed from your current surroundings and placed in an environment that was not only of a lower socio-economic class, but also where the primary language is something other than you have spoken your entire life. Create a story detailing what your experiences might be like. Be sure to hook the reader in with an enticing introduction, keep them interested with a difficult conflict, and tie everything together with a wonderful conclusion.

Persuasive Essay:  Although Esperanza Rising takes place in the early part of the 20th century, the conditions for migrant workers have not changed much over the last 70 years. In a well-organized, persuasive essay, convince your reader that something needs to be done about the working conditions for migrant workers in the United States.

Personal Narrative:  Esperanza Rising details a time in a young woman's life where she was taken away from familiar surroundings and placed into an entirely new environment. Although it took a great deal of time, Esperanza eventually came to love her new home, new friends, and new family. In a well-organized essay, detail a time when your surroundings were suddenly changed. Describe not only what was changed, but also how you felt about it and how you eventually came to terms with your new surroundings

WEEK ONE ASSIGNMENTS

Reading Assignment:  Week One 1924-Los Higos (1-57) 

M 1-12
T 12-22
W 23-38
TH 39-53
F 53-57
 

VOCABULARY
Tuesday: Define and place into sentences words 1-10
Thursday: Define and place into sentences words 11-20
Friday: Vocabulary Quiz 
Journal Assignments

MONDAY
How is Esperanza's family similar to that of your own?
WEDNESDAY
If you were Esperanza's mother, would you have moved to the United States, or fought to keep the land that was rightfully yours? Explain your answer.
FRIDAY
Do you think that using a rose as a simile for Esperanza is a good comparison? Defend your answer.
 
WEEK ONE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1) What are the names of Esperanza's parents?
2) Where is Esperanza's ranch?
3) What is the name of the ranch?
4) What is a "quinceanera"?
5) When Esperanza's grandmother said "No hay rosa sin espinas." (there is no rose without thorns), what did she mean? 
6) Esperanza's father had been looking at "boys from good families" to marry her. In at least two sentences, describe how you think Esperanza felt about her father choosing her future husband?
7) In the chapter titled Las Papayas, Papa is killed while mending a fence. Some think that her Tio Luis and Tio Marco were involved with the murder. Keeping in mind the age of Esperanza, what do you think her reaction was to these rumors?
8) In his will, Esperanza's father (Sixto) left the house and the grapes to his wife Ramona, but left all of the land to Tio Luis. Why would Sixto leave all of the land to Tio Luis?
9) The "patrona" is the head of the household. In Esperanza's household, her mother was the "patrona". Who is the "patrona" in your household and how did they achieve that position?
10) If this same situation were to occur in the United States today, what would happen? Would Ramona get the land and the house? Would she have any legal rights? Could she go to anybody for help?
11) Esperanza is compared to a "miniature pink bloom with delicate stems". First, decide whether or not that is a good comparison (metaphor) and second, what kind of flower could you be compared to and why?
12) "We were born servants here and no matter how hard we work we will always be servants." These lines were uttered by Miguel about his family's life in Mexico, can that statement be used for some families in the United States? Justify your answer. 
 

WEEK TWO ASSIGNMENTS

Week Two Los Guayabas-Las Cebollas 21 (58-120)
M 58-75
T 75-93
W 93-106
TH 106-120
F None
 

VOCABULARY
Tuesday: Define and place into sentences words 21-30
Thursday: Define and place into sentences words 31-40
Friday: Vocabulary Quiz 
 

JOURNAL ASSIGNMENTS

MONDAY
Is Esperanza a spoiled brat or just ignorant of other lifestyles? Explain your answer.
WEDNESDAY
Explain the statement "I am poor, but I am rich." Would you consider yourself rich? In what ways are your rich and poor?
FRIDAY
Miguel states that " The rich take care of the rich and the poor take care of those who have less than they have." Is this a true statement? Does it apply to your neighborhood
WEEK TWO DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1) What was Miguel's reward for protecting Esperanza from the robbers?
2) Where did Esperanza and her mother hide while traveling on the wagon?
3) What are Esperanza's reasons for not wanting to ride on the peasant rail car?
4) What does Esperanza's mother create for the girl on the train?
5) At one point, Miguel proclaims that "full bellies and Spanish blood go hand in hand." What does he mean by this? 
6) Towards the end of this week's readings, Esperanza attempts to sweep a floor and fails miserably. How could the sweeping of the floor symbolize what Esperanza is going through in the work-camp?
7) As we know from the first few chapters, Esperanza lived the life of the upper-class until her father was murdered. Describe what she saw and must have felt upon entering the train car of the peasants for the first time.
8) When the little girl on the train attempts to play with Esperanza's doll, Esperanza claims that the girl is "poor and dirty." Explain why this statement could be considered ironic.
9) The woman on the train with the roosters (Carmen) claimed at one point that "I am poor, but I am rich." What did she mean by this?
10) " The rich take care of the rich and the poor take care of those who have less than they have." Provide examples from your own life that either support or refute this statement by Miguel.
11) At the work-camp, the entire family is forced to live in a one-room cabin. Does this serve to strengthen the family bonds or weaken them? Would your family become stronger or weaker if they had to live in one bedroom?
12) In the camp, Isabel claims that "everyone in camp knows each other's business." Is this true in your neighborhood? Is that a good thing or a bad thing? Explain your answer. 
WEEK THREE ASSIGNMENTS

READING ASSIGNMENT
Week Three Las Almendras-Las Papas (121-178)
M 121-133
T 133-143
W 144-164
TH 164-178
F None
 

VOCABULARY
Tuesday: Define and place into sentences words 41-50
Thursday: Define and place into sentences words 51-60
Friday: Vocabulary Quiz
JOURNAL ASSIGNMENTS
MONDAY
Esperanza prays for a good deal of things while in church? Is prayer a successful means of achievement? Do good things come from prayer? Explain your answer.
WEDNESDAY
The up and down pattern of crocheting can be considered a metaphor for life. If that is so, present a "crochet" of a time in your life (an "up" time and a "down" time).
 

FRIDAY
When was the last time that you were ridiculed? What was being ridiculed? How did you feel? Have you ever ridiculed somebody (be honest)? What were you ridiculing? Why do we ridicule other people?
WEEK THREE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1) In the chapter entitled "Las Almendras," Alfonso and Miguel had a secret they were keeping from Esperanza. What was that secret?
2) Esperanza prays for many things at the church, but what does she pray for the most?
3) What had Esperanza given the babies that made them sick?
4) The only thing that changed after the dust storm was the health of one of the people in the work-camp. Whose health declined and what made this evident?
5) Esperanza's mother is diagnosed as having Valley Fever. What is Valley Fever? 
6) What could the rose that was re-planted by Miguel and Alfonso in "Las Almendras" be symbolic of? 
7) When Esperanza sits in the tub and prepares to bathe, she expects to have somebody wash her. She is embarrassed when she realizes that that was a privilege for the upper class and she is no longer upper class. What is it that Esperanza is forced to realize in this moment?
8) When the doctor comes to tend to Esperanza's mother, he is described as being "American, light and blond." Considering that doctors are generally well-educated, why might the author have pointed out his description?
9) While sitting next to her mother, Esperanza began crocheting the blanket that she began with her grandmother so long ago. As was mentioned in the first set of questions, crocheting can be considered a metaphor for life in that it goes up and down just like the events in our lives. As Esperanza begins crocheting, is she in an "up" cycle or a "down" cycle? Explain your answer.
10) In response to Esperanza's fear that the others in the work-camp will ridicule her for her lack of knowledge, Isabel proclaims that "it is best to get it over with and face people. If they tease you, you should just laugh." Have you ever had an experience where you had to face ridicule? Did you "just laugh?" Describe your experience or think of an experience that somebody else has had similar to Esperanza's.
11) At one point, a dust storm takes over the work-camp. It covers everything and that is all that anybody can pay attention to. This dust storm could be a symbol for something that was happening in the camp that was unavoidable. Has there ever been anything in your life that was all-encompassing, that no matter how hard you tried to avoid it, it was all that you could think about? If not, what is something that could happen in your life that would be all-encompassing?
12) At the close of this week's readings, Esperanza proclaims that she "will be la patrona for the family now." Has there ever been an instance where you had to become the "boss" of your family? If not, what would have to occur for you to be the boss of your family? 
WEEK FOUR ASSIGNMENTS
READING ASSIGNMENTS

Week Four Los Aguacates-Los Duraznos (179-233) 
M 179-198
T 199-210
W 210-224
TH 225-233
F None
VOCABULARY
Tuesday: Define and place into sentences words 61-70
Thursday: Define and place into sentences words 71-80
Friday: Vocabulary Quiz 
JOURNAL ASSIGNMENTS
MONDAY
Esperanza places a good deal of importance on bringing her grandmother to the United States. How important is it to live near your extended family?
 

WEDNESDAY
Miguel's dream of working on the railroad came grinding to a halt in this chapter. What dreams have you had that have been squashed by other people? Were they destroyed for a good reason?
 

FRIDAY
What changes in yourself emotionally have you noticed that may signify maturation from childhood to adult?
WEEK FOUR DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1) In the chapter entitled "Las Aguacates," Esperanza is saving money for something. What is she saving for?
2) In the last chapter, Esperanza's mother was diagnosed as having Valley Fever. In this chapter, what ailment was Esperanza's mother diagnosed with?
3) At one point in this week's readings, there was a stir in the camp that sent many of the workers running away and hiding. What was the stir and why did people run?
4) What is the Queen of the May?
5) Something happened to alter Miguel's dream job of working on the railroad, what was it? 
6) While her mother was in the hospital, Esperanza's friends were trying to keep her occupied. Why would they do that? 
7) Miguel explains to Esperanza that they go to the Japanese market because they "stock many of the things that we need and he treats us like people." What did Miguel mean by saying that the Japanese store owner treats them like "people?"
8) When the immigration officers come to the camp, Esperanza helps somebody whom she was previously fighting with. First, identify the person that she helps and second, explain why she would help this person.
9) Passing by one of the encampments, Esperanza notices a piñata that she had purchased for the children, has been beaten down and the insides had been ripped out. This could be considered a metaphor for the way she is feeling. Explain the connection between these two things.
10) At the beginning of the chapter entitled "Las Aguacates," Esperanza looks at her hands and realizes that due to the hard work, they no longer look like her own hands, but instead look like the hands of "a very old man." Describe a time in your life where something about your appearance changed and you realized that you were no longer who you thought you were. (For example, a haircut that made you look like an adult instead of a child.)
11) Esperanza often thinks about her mother and in the beginning of this week's reading assignment, she thinks of the little things about her mother that she misses. Often times when we miss somebody, it is those little things that hurt the most. Describe a situation where you missed somebody and think of at least three "little things" that you missed about them.
12) Miguel claims that "Americans see us as one big, brown group who are good for only manual labor." Describe an instance where you, or a friend or family member, felt like other people deemed them good for "only manual labor." 
WEEK FIVE ASSIGNMENTS
READING ASSIGNMENT
Week Five Las Uvas-Author's Note (234-262)
M 234-247
T 247-253
W 255-262
TH None
F None
 

VOCABULARY
Tuesday: Define and place into sentences words 81-90
Thursday: Define and place into sentences words 91-100
Friday: Vocabulary Quiz 
JOURNAL ASSIGNMENTS
MONDAY
By crocheting a strand of hair into the quilt, Esperanza has essentially "put herself into her work." Describe a task that you have taken on where you have put yourself into your work.
 

WEDNESDAY
Esperanza sees herself as rising above the earth like the sun. Have you ever felt like this? Explain the situation, and if you have never felt like this, describe a situation in which you might feel like this.
 

FRIDAY
"Do not ever be afraid to start over." What does this statement mean to you and when have you "started over?"
WEEK FIVE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1) Whom did Esperanza believe took her money orders?
2) In the chapter entitled "Las Uvas", Alfonso received a message from Miguel. What did the message say?
3) What had Miguel brought back from Mexico?
4) While Esperanza was crocheting the quilt, a strand of hair fell into her lap and she stitched it into the quilt. Why did she do this?
5) When Esperanza and Miguel got to the plateau in the last chapter, what did Esperanza ask Miguel to do?
6) Why did Miguel go down to Mexico to pick up Esperanza's abuelita?
7) When the sun rose, Esperanza felt as though she was rising with it, floating above the earth. Explain why she was feeling like this.
8) In the last chapter, the author alternates between elements of the story and descriptions of the stitching involved with the crocheting. Explain why she did this?
9) After seeing Esperanza's mother and grandmother reunited, Isabel claimed that her "heart is dancing." This could be considered a metaphor for the way she is feeling. Explain the connection between these two things.
10) At the beginning of the chapter entitled "Las Uvas," Esperanza thought she had been betrayed by Miguel. Describe an experience where you were betrayed by a close friend.
11) When Esperanza saw her Abuelita come off of the bus, she was in such great shock that she could not say anything. Describe an experience that you or a friend has had where you were left speechless.
12) Esperanza's last words in the novel were "Do not ever be afraid to start over." Although she was referring to crocheting, she had to start her entire life over. Describe a situation where you had to start something over, even though you did not want to. 
Esperanza Rising Quiz for Week 1

Provide short answers for each of the following five questions. Feel free to use the reverse side of the sheet if more space is needed. (10  points)
1) Describe Esperanza’s immediate family and her extended family.

2) What is a “quinceanera” and what will occur during Esperanza’s quinceanera?

3) Who two men are suspected of killing Sixto and what is their story as to how he was killed?

4) When Esperanza’s grandmother said “No hay rosa sin espinas.” (there is no rose without thorns), what did she mean?

5) What is a patrona, and who was the patrona in Esperanza’s household? 

Esperanza Rising Quiz Week 2

Provide short answers for each of the following twelve questions. Feel free to use the reverse side of the sheet if more space is needed. (10 points)
1) What was Miguel’s reward for protecting Esperanza from the robbers?
2) By what means of transportation did Esperanza escape Mexico?

3) Compare Esperanza’s previous experiences with riding the train as opposed to her current ride.

4) Describe how everybody on the train treats each other.

5) At one point, Miguel proclaims that “full bellies and Spanish blood go hand in hand.” What does he mean by this? 

Esperanza Rising Quiz Week 3

Provide short answers for each of the following twelve questions. Feel free to use the reverse side of the sheet if more space is needed. (10 points)
1) In the chapter titled “Las Almendras,” Alfonso and Miguel had a secret they were keeping from Esperanza. What was that secret?
2) Something occurred in this chapter to alter the health of one of the characters. What happened and whose health was affected?

3) What symbol used in this chapter could be used to describe Esperanza?

4) What event made Esperanza realize that she was no longer a member of the upper class and now had to focus on taking care of herself?

5) What activity does Esperanza do that reminds her of her grandmother? 

Esperanza Rising Quiz Week 4

Provide short answers for each of the following twelve questions. Feel free to use the reverse side of the sheet if more space is needed. (10 points)
1) The move to California has not gone well for Esperanza’s mother. What two ailments has she been diagnosed with while living in California?
2) The workers at the camp live and work in poor conditions. On top of these poor conditions, they live in fear of many things like dust storms and the event that occurs in this week’s readings. What event occurred that was hazardous to the workers?

3) Outside of the camp, Esperanza is striving to achieve some type of recognition. What is that recognition that she so desperately wants?

4) Miguel claims that “Americans see us as one big, brown group who are good for only manual labor” and that they shop in the Japanese market because they “stock many of the things that we need and he treats us like people.” Describe the differences between the American view of Latinos and the Japanese store-owner’s view of Latino.

5) Present an example from the text where whites were given preferential treatment to Latinos. 

Esperanza Rising Quiz Week 5

Provide short answers for each of the following twelve questions. Feel free to use the reverse side of the sheet if more space is needed. (10 points)
1) Why did Miguel ask Esperanza to meet him at the bus station in Bakersfield?
2) What did Esperanza stitch into the quilt that she was making?

3) Why did she do this (referring to question 3)?

4) When Esperanza and Miguel came to the plateau, what did she ask Miguel to do?

5) How is life like a quilt?

