Reader’s response, Week 1
1. What events take place that show members of the Zinkoff family have positive attitudes and happy outlooks on life?

2. In chapter two, Donald is feeling free and happy to be allowed to go to school on his own.  Describe a time in your life when you were free of constraints and how it felt.

3. What would you think about Zinkoff if he became a member of our class tomorrow?

Reader’s response, week 2

1. Why do you think the Waiting Man is still waiting for his brother to

come home from Vietnam?

2. Would you have accepted the trophy if Zinkoff had given it to you?  Why or why not?

3.  How would you describe Zinkoff’s mother and father?

Reader’s response, week 3

1. What do you think makes someone your “best friend?”  Why do you 

think Donald does not have a best friend?

2. How would you feel if you saw the little girl on the leash?  Do you think her mother did the right thing by tying the girl up?  Why or why not?

Reader’s response, week 4

1. Why do you think that it never occurs to Zinkoff that people are making fun of him?

2. What would you have done if you were Zinkoff at the Field Day events?  Have you ever felt left out of things at school because of bullying?

Readers response, week 5
1. How do you predict the story will end?

2. What do you think motivated Donald to look for Claudia for all those hours?

3. If you were to write a sequel to the book Loser, describe what would change in Zinkoff’s life after he was picked for the basketball team.

